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Small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMESs) are businesses with <250 staff
and they account for approximately

99.8% of businesses in the UK
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/ = / SMEs contribute significantly to the UK's GDP
= (around 52% of business turnover), playing a
vital role in economic growth and prosperity
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carbon emissions (e.g. premises, _ _
: : Study 3 Research, Data Collection & Analysis
vehicles and supply chain)
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Thesis Writing

SMEs are a major source of employment in

the UK, providing jobs for a significant . . . .
portion of the workforce (around 60%) Currently no general mandatory Viva PrePa ration and Examination
requirements for emissions reporting Thesis Corrections
; s A = by SM ES
) Innovation drivers
sukans,‘.q

™k, SMEs are often at the forefront of innovation, Previous literature agrees that SMEs ..
developing new products, services, and have responsibility for resource Key pr|or|t|es Research partICIpants

business models

consumption, waste and pollution

Decide on study 1 scope and methods
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provides an opportunity for SMEs Ethics application |
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into a more sustainable future”
Progression with study 1
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f@ SMEs are crucial for regional economic
w9 development, fostering growth and
opportunity in communities

SMEs are key

Fundamental to the UK economy, ] i_a

contributing to GDP, jobs, innovation and
regional growth

Research aims Importance

Intended outputs \ INDUSTRY, INNOVATION

AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Context considerations Explore / review / assess / analyse... 1. Comparison of carbon reporting tools and frameworks relevant to SMEs &

. Obtain samples of data that can be analysed to determine contribution of
Internal factors current carbon reporting tools and frameworks SMEs to national emissions
e Leadership . Summary of themes from interviews / case studies in SMEs that are utilised
e Owner/ manager values to develop simple and easy to use methods that support SMEs in reporting
* Perceived benefits available information to quantify the impact and reduction of carbon emissions

e Culture of SMEs on overall national emissions . Recommendations for policy and practical interventions relevant to SMEs,
e Awareness/ knowledge including a framework for good practice net zero governance

e Resources : : [
L ——— . Review of the role of standards and standards development

emissions reporting by SMEs

External factors i
* Regulation the various roles of SMEs in climate m

. CLIMATE
e Customer requirements action (consumers, citizens, enablers) 13 ACTION
e Policy Mainly qualitative research with an integrated theme (including @

e Business support P . f : organisational values & behaviours, policy & regulation and net zero
e Access to finance general and data requirements for other economics)

stakeholders (e.g. financial institutions
e Available technology (-8 ) Representation of SMEs as part of the just transition to net zero, giving SMEs

e Geographic a voice and involvement in climate change action

characteristics Impact of policy and other drivers on . Inform policymakers, business support organisations and other researchers
IrpieusuEe [lelle g AT e S0 LHemns) in the future. Opportunities for collaboration and partnerships
Contribution to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
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Please connect with me / Research Council

get in contact to follow up
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